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 Nominated for the 2003 Arthur Ellis Award for Best Nonfiction  
 

DARK PATHS, COLD TRAILS 
How a Mountie Led the Quest to Link  

Serial Killers to Their Victims 
 

Dark Paths, Cold Trails is the true story of some of Canada’s most 
notorious and lesser-known serial killers and rapists, and their victims; a 
policing community struggling to cope with a new kind of sexual 
predator; and a high-tech solution combining behavioral analysis, 
psychological and geographic profiling, forensic psychiatry and serial-
crime linkage. 
 
Dark Paths, Cold Trails revisits the Clifford Olson case, the trigger for 
the RCMP to develop a better way to stop serial criminals. It details how 
MacKay’s profiling skills helped lead police to identify Paul Bernardo as 
“The Scarborough Rapist” and the schoolgirl killer in Burlington and St. 
Catharines, Ontario.  
 

Destined to become a much talked-about book on a little-known Canadian story, Dark Paths, Cold 
Trails is absorbing true crime reading. 
 

“Like many Mounties, Ron MacKay was once cynical about the use of computers and  
the FBI’s profiling techniques to find and convict serial killers. Today he is an internationally  
known criminal profiler, the pioneer of Canada’s celebrated ViCLAS computer linkage  
system and the engaging hero of this entertaining and valuable book.” – Stevie Cameron 
 

 
About the author 
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